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In this issue, Tosh Fesh has included more comic
stories than ever before, and we plan to further
emphasize this medium in future editions.
Comic storytelling is becoming increasingly
popular among the new generation of Arab
artists, who see it as a powerful platform for
expressing their perspectives on the Arab
world—offering greater depth than a single
cartoon panel, which remains a staple among
both artists and readers.

Initiatives like the Mahmoud Kahil Award have
played a significant role in recognizing and
supporting Arab artists and illustrators in the
Middle East, helping to bring more visibility
to their work and fostering the growth of the
industry in the region.

While American and European countries have
been more advanced in this field, we hope that
Tosh Fesh will contribute to the promotion and
elevation of the medium within the Arab world.

Publisher
Mu’'taz Sawaf
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The Mahmoud Kahil Award is an award program under the
Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comic Studies at the
American University of Beirut.

The award aims to promote comics, editorial cartoons, and
illustration in the Arab World through the recognition of the rich
talent and creative achievement of comics artists, cartoonists,
and illustrators in the region. This program was established at
AUB in 2014 upon the initiative of Mr. Mutaz Sawaf to honor and
perpetuate the legacy of the late Mahmoud Kahil, one of the
leading cartoonists and caricaturists of the Arab World, and a
former AUB graduate.

An open call inviting artists to submit artworks in the various
categories of editorial cartoons, comics, and illustration is
launched annually. A select panel of international and regional
jury members are invited to view the work and select the final
winners, who are celebrated during an annual award ceremony
in Beirut, along with the launch of the annual award book
and exhibition.
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