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Tosh Fesh is celebrating its 7th anniversary of promoting and publishing
Arab cartoonists and comics artists in Middle East, Gulf and North Africa,
through its yearly publication of their works, and through its website:
http://www.toshfesh.com

Tosh Fesh is a nonprofit organization based in Beirut, Lebanon, with only
purpose of promoting Arab cartoonists and comics artists. We have been
trying for the last seven years to raise awareness in the Arab countries
about the importance of cartoons and comics as means of expressing
our thoughts and feelings, about problems facing us, and stress that this
medium is as good as Poetry, Literature and Art.

We are also celebrating in publishing our first anthology of 50 Arab
cartoonist and comics artists in France, hoping that it will promote the
guality and professionalism of Arab artists. And in order to strengthen this
feeling, “Tosh Fesh” and “The Mu'taz and Rada Comic Initiative” are co-
sponsoring with “La Cité Internationale de La Bande Dessinée et de Limage”
(Angouléme, France) a special exhibition of works of Arab cartoonists and
comics artists in yearly festival in Angouléme, France between 18 January
and 25 january 2018. This special exhibition will be the first time such
large exhibition takes place in France, and it will be touring other European
countries.

We hope that you will enjoy this new issue of Tosh Fesh.
Al Mu'taz Al Sawwaf
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Editorial

Lena Irmgard Merhej (PHD)
3 November 2017

For a year now, as a consultant for the Tosh Fesh
organization, | have joined my efforts to the team to come
up with new ways, as per their mission, to promote Arab
artists.

After all, Mr. Sawwaf himself was a struggling cartoonist
like all of us and | have no doubt that he feels the
frustration of not being able to draw everyday and make
a living out of that. By contributing with the Mutaz and
Rada Sawwaf Comics initiative, by publishing the yearly
Tosh Fesh book, by supporting Cairocomix and the
Mahmoud Kahil Award, Mr. Sawwaf aims at creating a
boosting market in difficult conditions.

Since it started, the Initiative sponsored and organized
various academic events, exhibitions and conferences,
the last one of which will be the Exhibition of
Contemporary Arab Comics at Angouleme Jan 2018.

Tosh Fesh, granted applicants financial support and
will be publishing four graphic novels this winter. Also
this year, Tosh Fesh is promoting cartoon and comics to
schools presenting artists in Arab countries and their
work in a comic’s game and coloring book.

Like Mr. Sawwaf, many of us have had this courage to
dream we can make a living out of cartoon, animation
and comics. The promotion of Arab cartoonists and
comic artists is one part of the chain.

This book presents 6 different cartoonists and 6 different
comic artists coming from Morocco, Tunis, Egypt, Syria,
and Saudi Arabia. It is the 6th part of a collection archiving
abiography of artists, and showcasing few of their works.
There is also the introduction of Mr. Sawwaf in the time
that he steals from his businesses and entrepreneurial
agencies. The winners of the Mahmoud Kahil Awards are
also presented and we interviewed Lujaina Al Assil who
for many years made heartwarming illustrations and
comics for children. Lujaina taught and created a school
in children’s illustration and her books are doors to soft,
grounded and generous worlds.

There are also two reviews by Omar ELl Fil, one about
the animation feature film, “Bilal: A New Breed of Hero"
which to him “has set the bar high for feature-length
animated films from the Middle East “, and another

about “Maximum Max” a story of dreamers who never
give up. Written by Rabih Haddad, drawn by Tony Abou
Jaoude, and colored by Jerome Alvarez, the story of
Maxim Chaya is enjoyable to read, well paced and full of
pleasant surprises.

The cartoonists you will discover in this book are
Abdellah Derkaoui, with his neat iconic illustration that
mostly focus on key Moroccan issues. Ahmad Tawfiq's
fantastic illustration are fresh and deeply sarcastic of
the relation people treat each other. The cartoons of
Amina Al Himadi combine her revolutionary voice with
cute characters. Islam Ragab ‘s strong cartoons, such
as the the family scenes, could be compared to Hijazi
‘s work and his focus on the issues of social relations
and struggles. Mohamed Rayies funny cartoons show
the harsh Saudi and Arab realities. As for the powerful
cartoons of Doaa Al Adl, they denounce the hardship of
women and the struggling classes in Egypt today.

The new dynamic community of comic artists that is
bubbling across the Arab countries is first presented by
the work of Diala Brisly. It is a beautifully drawn touching
comic story about a Syrian man that feld the army in
Syria and took refuge in Akkar, Lebanon, and his family's
daily struggles. There are three artists with amazing
skills, Ibrahim Rais and Omar Ennaciri from Morocco and
Seif Eddine Nachi from Tunis. Rais is presented by his
work in “the Big Silence”. The silent, yet highly detailed
and often scientific drawings of Rais often are concerned
with issues of globalization, war and the environment.
As for the hyper realistic works of Ennaciri, they are
overwhelming and very present. Seif Eddine pushes his
skills in structuring poetically his story using rhythm
and visual beats to denounce tragedies. In addition,
Mohammad Al Mu'ti, from Jordan, made astounding
comics are in their spontaneity and freshness as they
tell both a clear idea and a perplexing one, followed by
the Twins, the fantastic Egyptian duo with a haunting
story of death, clear and neat.

With this new issue of Tosh Fesh for the year 2017, we
celebrate these artists and are happy to share with you
their life courses and a glimpse at the wonderful work
they have been doing and sharing in the Arab countries.
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A Horizon of
Freedom we Dream
of and Defend

George Khoury (Jad) / January 2017

“The fact that dozens of young artists along with more
established ones continue to participate in a competition
of art forms that are typically considered “marginal”, is a
sign that these forms are progressing within the youths of
the Arab countries and are occupying a prominent place
in the arts.”

What distinguished this year's competition is the presence
of participants from Arab countries that were absent
before, or their contributions were minimal due the
turbulent political and violent conditions they were and
are passing through.

This presence may explain the predominant content
related to the “Arab Spring”, the tragedy of the refugees
and migrants far from “attractive ideological slogans” or
“great causes”.

That's how “Tawahoush” (Barbarism) a graphic novel by
Ayman Mubarak and Seif Eddine Nachi (Tunisia) tried to
witness in silence the horrific practices committed by ISIS.

Rhythms are echoed by the duo Fouad Mezher and Fadi
Baki (Lebanon) in an imaginative black narrative about
the living-dead at a checkpoint. The same violence is
echoed in “Spark”, the graphic novel by Othman Selmi
(Tunisia) about Sidi Bouzeed, the story that lead to the
“Arab Spring”. It is an insistence on a theme that didn't
stop repeating itself since it started half a decade ago, as
if the author wants us to remember that the “sparks” was
an insurgence against dictatorship and a call for freedom.

The editorial cartoons, expected to be the most followed
and influential genre, were less present in comparison
to comics contributions, as if this art is starting to loose
appeal to the youth audience.

What is novel is that it is attracting more women artists
who are “invading” a field previously monopolized by
men. Doaa Al Adl (Egypt) who took the award for the best
editorial cartoon is the best sample of this transformation.
Although known for her extensive production, Al
Adl doesn't leave aside any subject, particularly the
harassment of women in Egypt.

Representing a different direction, is “Toufig” (Ahmed
Tawfiq - Egypt) who not only tackles very local themes but
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has additionally developed an exclusive style of drawing,
coloring and interpretation.

Woman illustrations dominated the field of children’s
book illustrations. “Aliya” by Maya Fidawi (Lebanon) stood
out as the most sensitive and transparent style of drawing
and colors.

She is clever in creating special moods and feelings, but
also very talented in reproducing decorative details and
giving them the right value when she depicts fabrics or the
patterns in the geometrical titles of the floor.

Charlotte Shamma (Palestine) easily breaks the rules
when tackling different books. She enjoys playing with
colors to compensate for the lack of details as if we are in
the presence of a different artist for each book.

The children books category set the jury for one of the
most difficult task of choice. Comparing between “The
Hungry Sharbar” by Sinan Hallak (Lebanon) with his
simplified “simple” style using one color and with Walid
Taher (Egypt) with his complex and experimental abstract
illustrations.

The Graphic Illustration category allows for contributors
unlimited experimentations. This category comprises of
many styles and visions varying from the silence of the city
scape and its architectural lines from an unconventional
perspective (Antoine Sueid - Lebanon), to the overcrowded
etched faces on the black of a page (Sandra Ghosn -
Lebanon) or the digital photorealistic collage filled with
meanings and interpretations (Erchid El-Tayyeb - Jordan),
or the provocative pop art graffiti looking style (Marwan
Shahine - Egypt). One can say that Mohammed Mustafa
stands out in this category taking us to his imaginary
dreamy world of style, colors and content, paving for us
the way of enjoyment and interpretation.

The Mahmoud Kahil Awards brings together the talented
young men and women crowding the places and spaces of
our Arabic cities, huddled in our narrow streets, decaying
buildings, and closed rooms, clearing the way for freedom
of expression and the crossing of imposed borders that
prevent them from inter-communication.
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Andrew Warner
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Andy Warner is the New York
Times Best Selling author of
Brief Histories of Everyday
Objects. He is a contributing
editor at The Nib and teaches
cartooning at Stanford
University.

Armand Homsy
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Renowned Lebanese editorial
cartoonist in An Nahar daily
newspaper for the past 2
decades. Armand joined the
newspaper as an Editorial
cartoonist after winning a
cartoon contest held by the
newspaper in 1994,

Bahia Shehab
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Bahia Shehab is an artist,
designer and art historian.
She is associate professor

of design and founder of the
graphic design program at The
American University in Cairo.
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George Khoury / Jad
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George Khoury (JAD), is head

of the Animation Department

at Future Television since its
launch in 1993. His artworks
and films are featured in

many local and international
festivals and galleries, receiving
numerous awards. He is
founder of JADWORKSHOP
comics collective.

Mohammad Shennawy
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Graphic comics designer and
artist born in Cairo in 1978.
He is a founding member of
“Tok Tok™ magazine issued

in Cairo in 2011, founder of
“9th art” institution and one of
the founders of CairoComix in
Cairo.

Jean Pierre Mercier
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The Scientific Advisor at the
International City of Comics
and Image (Cité, Angouleme)
since 1988. Mercier has
authored several books,
including co directing and co-
authoring Comics and graphic
novels.
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The winners of the

5 categories:

Lifetime Achievement Hall Of Fame Award
Habib Haddad / Lebanon

Habib Haddad was born in Tripoli, Lebanon in
1945. Haddad is a self-taught artist, bypassing
any formal education. Since the 70’s he worked for
several newspapers in Beirut.

At the beginning of 1977 Haddad immigrated to
France, where he worked as a caricaturist for Al
Mustakbal magazine Paris, among several others.
He finally moved to Al Hayat Newspaper for which
he worked for twenty-five years.

He issued two caricature albums, and held 2 solo
exhibitions, in France and in Belgium. Haddad was
selected as a juror in several competitions and
festivals. He participated in and showed at dozens
of French and international festivals receiving
over 16 international awards.

Comix Guardian Award
Cairocomix Festival / Cario, Egypt

CairoComix Festival deals in particular with the de-
velopment of the independent movement of comics
in Egypt and at a large scale in the Middle East
and North Africa. As a celebration of art gathering
readers, painters and writers of this art, whether at
the local or international level in one place, which
isn't usually seen but in the presentation of different
awards such as Best Arab Comi cAward. The first
edition of the festival took place in September 2015.
The program of the festival comprises a major
exhibition of a comics’ artist, and a competition for
the best works in comics in six categories, as well
as a marketplace of the latest editions of comics.

Egyptian comics artists; Mohammed Shennawy,
Magdy El Shafii, Twins Cartoon and the artist
collective “Kawkab Elfananeen”.
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Editorial Cartoons Award
Doaa Al Adl / Egypt

Doaa El Adl, born in Dumiat, is an Egyptian
caricaturist. She worked as a political caricaturist at
Al Dostor newspaper, Rose Al youssef Magazine and
Sabah El Kheir Magazine. She currently works at Al
Masry Al youm.

She participated in many exhibitions in Egypt and
all over the world in France, Italy, Spain, Belgium,
Denmark and Tunisia. She won several local and
international awards.

Comic Strips Award
Othman Selmi / Tunis

Othman Selmi was born in 1977 in Tunisia. After re-
ceiving hisdiplomaingraphicarts,hedevoted histime
to comics atacartoonstudio.HeiscurrentlyDirector
of Creativity in a communications agency. He wrote
many books for young Tunisians, and drew in many
magazines abroad, among them we mention F / 1/
M 2 / P, Rukh, Popoli and the Italian Internazionale, in
addition to writing theatrical posters.
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Children’s Book Illustration Award
Maya Fidawi / Lebanon

Known as “that girl who knows how to draw”. It didn’t
really take her much time to decide that her passion
was art, so she enrolled at the lebanese university ,
faculty of art, and majored in painting and sculpting,
gradu- ating in 2000, and freelancing since her 1st
year of university.

She illustrated her 1st book in 2004, and | have
over 37 books, working with several publishers, in
Lebanon, Morocco, UAE and Jordan.
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Graphic Illustrations Award
Muhammad Mustafa / Egypt

Muhammad Mustafa is a Cairo-based visual artist.He
studied Fine Arts in Cairo. He started his work in the
advertising field as an illustrator, and throughout his
work years joined different multinational agencies
in Egypt, Bah- rain and Dubai. In 2012, he decided to
pursue his path as a freelance illustrator to further
explore different kinds of art projects alongside his
commercial work. His work has been featured in
various regional and international publications.

Graphic Novels Award
Fouad Mezher / Lebanon

Based in Lebanon, Fouad Mezher works as
inillustrator on a range of projects His Comics have
appeared in Samandal Comics Magazine, Zamakan,
Risha Project, Irene, and most recently the first
volume of Ghost Stories of an Antiquary.

Mezher's helped organize the International Festival
of Comics - Beirut 2012. He was invited to speak at
Arab Comics: 90 Years of Popular Visual Culture,
a symposium at Brown University, 2015. He
participated in the “Al Sutouh” roundtables and “the
artist at work” workshops at Cairocomix Festival
2015.

He is currently pursuing a Masters in Comics at
California College of the Arts.
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Loujaina Al Assil
19 September 1946

(Syria)

Winner of Lifetime Achievement Hall Of Fame
Mahmoud Kahil Award 2016

Loujaina Assil is a Syrian artist born in
Damascus 1946, where she later received her
BA in visual communication and interior design
from Damascus University. Since 1969, she has
worked in illustration and art direction in several
children’s magazines and books in Syria and in
the Arab world, among which is the art direction
of Touta Touta Magazine and Ahmad Al Hadaek
(Lebanon) from 2002 to 2013.

She is currently art director at the Arabic
advertising institution in Syria. Mrs. Assil
contributed to several animated commercials,
and wrote numerous scripts and illustrations for
animated children’s serieson TV.She participated
in specialized workshops on children’s art and is
a member of several international, regional and
local festivals in this field.

A selection of her work is exhibited at museums
and in personal collections. Al Assil is the
recipient of several awards, notably the Noma
Concours for Picture Book Illustrations award
(NOMA 2006, Japan) and the Arab Children’s
Book Publishers’ Assembly award.
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Visual Artist Loujaina Al Assil
“Comics help Arab children
develop their artistic taste”

Syrian visual artist and children books’ illustrator
Loujaina Al Assil, is one of the most important artist
working on children books’ illustration in the Arab world.
She introduces herself with humility and confidence as
“the person drawing the images in a child’s book”.

Loujaina Al Assil believes it is important that comics
be presented to children through material from their
own environment. “This is very important for the child's
self-confidence, not to have him exposed to a foreign
environment inside the book he is holding”, says the
artist. “A comics’ artist should respect the child's mind.
An image in a child’'s book holds value and the potential
to develop the child's artistic taste”. “When an artist is
genuinely passionate about his work, he/she will surely
perfect it and present it in the strongest, most valuable
and convincing manner,” she adds.

“I'm from Damascus where | was born and raised, and
| still live there. | graduated in 1969 from the Faculty of
Fine Arts at the University of Damascus. | was passionate
about Interior Design studies and dreamed of working
in theater scenography. | did work in that field and took
a job at the General Directorate of Theaters where |
handled the scenography for many plays.”

“I found out about the launch of a magazine for Arab
children, Usama magazine. | tried my luck with them and
| was asked to present some of my material. My work
was quickly published under the title ‘Comic Strips’. At
the time, | wasn't satisfied with my work in scenography,
mainly due to the difficulty in dealing with directors. |
was captivated by the world of children’s books and all
related publication. | naturally shifted to it and | was able
to experience the pleasure of mental connection with
children and that of seeing the world through their eyes.”

Between scenography and her love for children literature,
the artist also immersed herself in visual arts, in line
with the prevailing belief in Arab countries that “an artist
will only be acknowledged as such when he/she draws
artistic paintings or portraits”. Al Assil produced many
portraits and scenery paintings; however “I returned to

the world | fell in love with, the world of my drawings for
children books, and I'm still enjoying its richness.”

In addition to drawing the story, its characters and heroes,
Al Assil has also contributed in editing many children TV
shows such as “I Draw & Color” (ana arsumu wa ilawinu).
She also participated in several private exhibitions. In
1990 she had her first exhibition in Damascus, then in
Jordan, in Romania and in Paris.

The artist notes the need for developing the art of
children books' illustrations, and stresses on the fact
that this art plays a major role in developing the child’s
artistic gift and self-confidence.

In conclusion, Al Assil explains that she finds her ambition
in her love for her work and strives to communicate this
love to children. She also emphasizes the importance for
artists to take part in international exhibitions and work
on self and artimprovement.

We cannot but wonder, however, to which extent can
Arab artists achieve their goals and get their messages
through under the current circumstances in our
countries? Can computer technology and the multitude
of software push into the shadows the artist spending
long hours working his drawing or painting to present it
to the world with all the messages it carries?

Today, artist Loujaina Al Assil lives between Damascus
and Beirut and is undergoing a health treatment. She
is very grateful for her husband, the architect Ameen
Shikhani, for supporting her and standing by her
side. She continues her work with cheerfulness and
hope despite the growing technological tide in art,
and despite her illness which she fights with a patient
hopeful smile.
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Featured Animated Film “Bilal”

“Bilal: A New Breed of Hero", directed by Ayman
Jamal and Khurram H. Alavi, tells a tale of courage,
justice, and faith.

As a young boy living with his mother and sister,
Bilal had ambitions of one day becoming a great
warrior. After he and his sister are abducted and
enslaved, he soon finds himself in a strange new
place, where greed and tyranny rule over all. He
grows up observing this corruption run rampant,
until he is one day inspired by the newly formed
religion of Islam to take a stand and fight for
justice and freedom.

Despite all the epic action sequences and heart-
pounding drama, the film actually has its roots in
well-documented Islamic history, being based on
the life of Bilal ibn Rabah, an Ethiopian slave who
lived in the 7th century and became one of the
Prophet Muhammad's first companions, as well
as the first muezzin; he who calls the faithful to
prayer.

With “Bilal: ANew Breed of Hero”, Dubai’s Barajoun
Entertainment has set the bar high for feature-
length animated films from the Middle East, by
pulling together a team of world-class animators,
actors, and artistic talent, to produce a rich and
gorgeous 3D adventure.

www.bilalmovie.com
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The Comic Book “Maximum Max”

Written by Rabih Haddad, drawn by Tony
Abou Jaoude, and colored by Jerome Alvarez,
“Maxium Max” is a Lebanese comic about a real
life Lebanese hero. Though the book is based
on an actual figure, the Lebanese mountaineer
and explorer Maxim Chaya, the story it tells is
significantly  romanticized.

After suffering a harsh defeat and injury during a
bicycle race in Africa, Max is brought back to Beirut
and hospitalized. That is until his charismatic
uncle pays him a visit and takes him up to his
grandfather’'s houseinthe mountains.What follows
is an intense, but humorous, training period,
where Max is pushed to his limits by his uncle and
gains a deeper appreciation for nature. He returns
to Africa one year later, ready to compete in the
race again, and even takes on a much greater
challenge: climbing Mount Kilimanjaro.

Among the book’'s most noteworthy features are
the masterfully rendered natural landscapes,
which highlight elements of Lebanon’s wilderness
and traditional architecture, as well as Africa’s
majestic savanna and the breathtaking Mount
Kilimanjaro of course. Simply put,
Max" is a beautifully illustrated story based on one
remarkable man’strue experience of perseverance
and determination in pursuit of victory.

“Maximum
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Press Conference for the Launch of “Maximum Max”
2 November 2016
Published in Assafir Newspaper - Lebanon
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- From now on your name will be Maximum Max!

- | stood there in that breathtaking awe-inspiring greatness, watching the sun rise over Mawenzi...

- Wondering if our children will ever get the chance to enjoy that same sight before the last sheet of ice melts.
- I couldn’t believe just how I've challenged myself and achieved that amazing victory.
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- A new day shed its sunlight on the majestic Lake Chala.

- The Maasai people never bathe. They believe the currents will swallow them and spit them out in the vast ocean.
- This is it then. The magical mountain!

God! What a sight!

- Nature is waking up

- Get ready...Gooo!

- You show them Champ!
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Abdellah Derkaoui / (sglaJl alllayc

Abdellah Derkaoui drawings voice defiance to
injustice and his colors create a new Moroccan
experience in the world of cartoons.

was born in Belgsiri, Morocco, in 1970. In 1988 his
first cartoon was published by the newspaper Al
usbu al dahek, then his drawings appeared in Anwal
Moroccan newspaper, and he currently works for Al
Sahra’ Moroccan newspaper.

He participates annually in Le Salon de 'Humour
in Saint-Just-le-Martel, France. In 1993, he won the
2nd prize in the Naji Al Ali Competition in London,
and he won the 1st prize at the Holocaust cartoon
competition of 2006 in Iran. In 2012, Derkaoui won
the Jalal Rifai award for cartoons at the Journalism
Forum held in Jordan. He has many works for
children published in Al-Arabi Al-Saghir or The
Young Arab magazine, and he illustrated the first
Moroccan dictionary for children.

In his cartoons, Derkaoui mixes simplicity, sarcasm
and surrealism. His drawings are his vent where
he expresses his worries and those of his people.
The Arab world’'s issues stir a sort of creative
frustration in him which he translates into sarcastic
illustrations. Despite the relatively small number of
Moroccan cartoonists compared to Egypt and Syria,
Derkaoui optimistically notes the presence of new
artistic awareness and skills.

Like the work of many other influential cartoonists
in the Arab world, Derkaoui's art contributes to
the resistance movement against oppression and
injustice and bears witness to the people’s struggle.

In one of Derkaoui's works we see a man getting out
of his room leaving behind his shadow handcuffed
to the wall. This is the essence behind Derkaoui's
work; art is the living witness to the suffering of
everyday life.
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War of the Roads - 23 January 2008 | r..A Lilll ggils ¥ - Gpbll o
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- Car accidents...

Football and the People - 28 October 2008 | r..A Jgl gpii MA - wigsuil g pasll 655
Published in Assahraa Newspaper - Morocco w0 - clppnll agnn 0 il




The Roadmap - 20 January 2010 | r-1. illl ggils 1+ - @ubll dbyys
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- The Roadmap

Freedom of the Press -2 May 2010 rel. jl._lj - asboll ap
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- Press
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- Autism...

School Space - 23 November 2012 | 1T il gupsi 1 - dawjaoll cldd
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- Back to school...
- School



Purchasing Power - 12 March 2016 F17 150 17 - awlpidl 8528l
Published in Assahraa Newspaper - Morocco | w90 - cljpnll dann 0 Ipil

- Salary; Water, electricity, meat

Pollution - 22 September 2016 r-1n dglg_i - Gglill
Published in Assahraa Newspaper - Morocco | w0 - cljanll dapnn o0 Copdii

- World Environment...



Ahmed Tawfiq / @16gi 2.00l

This young artist Ahmed Tawfig who keeps
bestowing on his colorful and fantastic characters
the bliss of dreams. He was born in Asyut
Governorate, Egypt, and in 1992, he graduated
from the Higher Institute for Applied Arts in Egypt.
He worked as comics’ artist with the Egyptian
comics’ magazine Garage, and with Tok Tok
magazine which won the 2nd prize in the 2011
Comics Festival of Algiers. He also worked with
Mada Masr website from 2015 until 2017.

Tawfig took part in many exhibitions including the
Roznama 3 by the Medrar Institute in Cairo and
won the prize by the Ismaili Contracting Company
in that same exhibition. In 2015 he participated
in the exhibition titled The good, the Bad and the
Scarlet Shoes with Moroccan artist Mohamad Al
Maghribi, also at Medrar for Contemporary Art in
Cairo. In the context of the CairoComix festival,
Tawfig had two participations with Shamarikh
exhibitions 1 and 2. In 2016, he took part in the
Fumetto International Comix Festival in Lucerne
Switzerland.

Tawfig also had an important contribution,
alongside Arab and European artists, in an
environmental exhibition titled It's Time to Work
organized by the Swedish institute with the
collaboration of the Alexandria institute.

The young artist continues his active participation
in art events and his fantastic characters will
hopefully continue dreaming of a better world
worthy of art.

Egypt / jpo
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Toy Shop Display - 8 April 2016
Published in Madamasr.com
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- Superheroes

- Raafat El Hagan: Hey Robin Hood, why is Batman so sad?
- Robin Hood: He heard that the shop owner will stuff us with rice

Hollande in Egypt - 19 April 2016 | -17 glwyi 19 - poo (6 2illgn
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- Bienvenue chez nous
- Police officer (into his radio): Open the way son so he
can get in. God bless, can’t you see how huge he is?!




The Green Belt - 3 March 2016 | r-11 sl - pa31l pljall
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- *Government confiscates Green Belt Lands

- I planted an acre with kind acts, four acres with favors

I sprinkled seeds without knowing how they’ll flavor

The government bulldozers came ravaging the whole labor’

- *Apologies to Mr. Abdel Aal El Benjawi, as these lyrics were adapted from his song

Sugar Crisis - Between 2015-2017 I 17 - Jaull aoji
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- Chief: We have to revenge my brother... | need you to gather the men.
You head out at noon, get 3 kilos of sugar and head back immediately.

- Ant: Yes Chief.




Sons of the Generation - 29 November 2016 | - 17 il gupsi 19 - Jaadl clivl
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- Mmmm... May | know why you're smiling...
- The thing is...
- Ridiculous irresponsible generation!




Consumerism Spell - Between 2015-2017 | r-I1V-r-10 gy lo - &xSllgisul 63197
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- Excuse me Sir, | wanna have a good time, with your permission sir
- Abracadabra
- Praise the lord!
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- | bet you the leather on these shoes is natural
- Agreed
-l win!




Amina Al Himadi / (saloall diol

Amina Al Himadi, born in United Arab Emirates (UAE),
believes that art is the medium for the cause. She has
been greatly influenced by Palestinian cartoonist Naji
Al Ali who was able to convey the pain of his home
country to the world.

Al Himadi is the first Editorial Cartoonist in the
UAE. She graduated from the UAE University with a
Bachelor in Art Education, and is a member of the
Emirates Fine Arts Society and of the UAE Journalists
Association.

In 2015 she won the Taryam Omran Journalism
Award and was received as a guest of honor in the 4th
International Cartoon Gathering in 2015 in Egypt.

Al Himadi is very attached to her home-country. One
of her main characters is intended as a symbol of
Emirati culture and heritage, Ammouna Al Mazyuna
(Cute Ammouna), much acclaimed through the series
published in Majed magazine where the artist worked
as chief-artist. Ammouna is an Emirati girl who is very
assiduous in her quest to shine in school and at home
through her wittiness and leader personality.

Al Himadi has always been conscious of her
responsibility as an artist seeking change and
wanting to induce positivity to the political reality. Her
work stirred many reactions between supporters and
opponents. Her art has an audacious aspect, such as
her work titled Firmness Storm (Aasifat Al Hazm) in
reference to the military operation Saudi Arabia has
launched on Yemen. She drew many Arab flags rolled
up together in the shape of a fist. Another work is titled
The Umbrella where the education umbrella protects
future generations from terrorist groups’ ideology.

“Cartoons are a mischievous form of art” says Al
Himadi, “hence few women take their skill to a
professional level”. When she draws she knows that
the pain will only be caressed by the colors as reality
is the real drawing of human pain.
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- Coalition Forces Uproot Houthi Evil

Hope Makers - March 2016 17151 - Jodl gliv
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- Civilization: Mohammed Bin Rashed, Mohammed Bin Zayed
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- Khan Sheikhoun Massacre
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- The Case of Al Ghofran Tribe, I'm Qatari!!!
- Al Ghofran members kicked out

Neymar at the expense of Qatar and Palestine - August 2017 | -1V Ll - gabuuldg phé wlus Gl jlogi
Published in 24.ae Electronic Newspaper - UAE | ayiljlol - dyigid)dl 24.ae aapnn 0 Wipiu

- You have Neymar, we have Al Agsa
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- Emirati and Proud; Moral Education, Forgiveness ,Happiness

People and Technology - November 2016 M 17 Gl gupisi - Loglgisilig yulill
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Doaa Al Adl / Ja=ll cles

“My preferred workplace is my home in the silent
October city... where there is a room made for
work, in which there are book shelves, a table for
drawing, and a TV to stay up to date with the news".

Doaa El Adl, born in Dumiat, is an Egyptian
caricaturist. She graduated from the Faculty of
Fine Arts, Cinema and Theatre Interior Design
department.

Doaa worked as a political caricaturist at Al Dostor
newspaper, Rose Al youssef Magazine and Sabah
ElKheir Magazine. She currently works at Al Masry
Al youm. In the field of children illustrations, she
contributedtoQatr ELNada, Alaa-ELlDinand Bassem
Magazine. She participated in many exhibitions in
Egypt and all over the world in France, Italy, Spain,
Belgium, Denmark and Tunisia.

She won several local and international awards
from which we mention:

The local award from the journalists’ unionin Egypt
for the best caricaturist in 2009; The Mustafa and
Ali Amin prize in 2015; A number of international
awards from lItaly and France and the Journalists'
Club in Geneva; She has been nominated by the
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in its list
as one of the most inspirational and influential
woman of 2016.

Egypt / jpo

wag o) Lgio Jo=ll dbnio daope ¢llis ..dialgll
"dobs JolLd Il @Gl jLali g ol 6juyig Lrisll

abslho alligo o duppo pilayls dolw) Jaell clea

19542 powd dluoall ggisll a5 go Ciopai .blios
Loigrwg ojuuo

aloog Lo wgdl ljgy ddaog jgiwall 60010 Ciloce
Jlao 09 .09l (sppall owyi Lbg pall olub
g3l clleq (ol pb6 6 viloc Jlabll oguw)

Lowl dloog

Lyl 6 pllellg joo (0 B)leo 6ac (6 byl
.gugig ujlaiallg 1aalig Lillwlg Luiipog

:ayollallg alaall jilgall go wasll Lle vijb

JLoo 6 -3nll G961l 51l (e Wjls poo 6
ole guol leg obno djulog I+ -9 plel puilsy)lall
Luipsg Lyllbyl g0 @ yollell jilgall g0 32cg - 10
dclall dus go ooy waying aslanll (galig
H5I1 clwill @056 gon " 1 oo duilbypll

11 plsl Iiilig Lolgll



The only open door! - 22 November 2015
Published in Al Masry Al Youm Newspaper
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- Closed- Closed - Closed...
- Open

Freedom of Expression - 21 Febrauary 2016 | r-11 le.ﬂl 0ails T - jueill &y
Published in Al Masry Al Youm Newspaper ool (300 danD (O ipu

P Dol

- In Solidarity with Novelist Ahmed Naji
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- I miss Egypt
- We're almost there...



The Refugee Crisis - 24 September 2016 | .11 dgi.ﬁ re - gaoall a.oji
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- Do you know what homeland means Safia?

- Safia? Safia?

Greed - 21 September 2016 Fe11 Joll 11 - ...gaiin
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Islam Ragab / woj olliul

Ragab’s cartoons are honest and powerful as they
embody the artist’s consciousness and strong authentic
thoughts.

Born in Egypt, he graduated from the Photography
department of the Halwan University in 2006 and from
its Graphics department in 2007. He currently works as
children comics’ artist with the Abtal Al Yawm magazine
owned by the Egyptian AlAkhbar.

Ragab started working with Al Akhbar Egyptian
newspaper in 2010. He initially drew cartoons as a hobby
but with the newspaper he had the chance to publish his
illustrations for children, and had the opportunity to meet
important illustrators such as Mustafa Hussein whose
feedback was of valuable help to Ragab. He then worked
for Moheet News website acquiring great experience and
confidence in his skills as a professional cartoon artist.

His special choice of lines and colors distinguishes his
work, a touch that he considers essential to cartoons, a
sort of style signature. One of Ragab’s special signatures
is his El Meliji character of typical Egyptian features
which was largely shared on social media.

Ragab’s work stirred great criticism especially after
the Egyptian Revolution of January 2011 as he started
receiving threat letters. But he believes that the cartoon
art is by nature focused on negative aspects and should
be perceived as positive criticism by governments in the
interest of progress.

“We shall not fall further as we have hit rock bottom”
says Ragab to the Arab nations and he believes that we
need a constructive approach to the people themselves.
“Cartoon is not a commercial business, it's an art that
gives voice to one’s consciousness”, he added in another
context.

No wonder Ragab’s cartoons are of such power as he
intended them to resonate high and loud in the face of
the daily death machine.

Egypt / joo
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- And today we will learn how to make beef pot roast with vegetables and nuts

Corruption - 8 April 2015 r+10 gluyi A - sbwall
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- Corruption




The Law is above all - 23 May 2015 10U re - a10all Ggs Gaildll
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- The Law is above all

Sorry, reality is much more sarcastic - 14 January 2016 | 117 illl ggils I1€ - @pdan ;isi ablgll igac
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- Closed
- Sorry! No cartoon today! Reality is much more sarcastic!
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- Logic
- Egypt News “Al Mahrusa”

Opinion and Counter-opinion - 6 April 2016 M1 glugi 1- 511 i g syl
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- Counter-opinion
- Opinion
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- Those who were sitting in this cartoon strip have been arbitrarily arrest-
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- Medication Prices / Pharmacy
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- Back in the days we used to eat three meals and we ate everyday...

Economic Situation - 22 November 2016 | 17 Gilll gupidd 11 - @yalois) Jlgni
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- We should've been visiting more often but you know how life is.
We're here to see you and maybe break some bread together...



Mohammed Rayies / gusl 2.00.0

The faces and colors created by Rayies emanate a
great sense of humor. He was born in Saudi Arabia
and studied psychology at the King Abdel Aziz
University. At the young age of 15 he started his
adventure with cartoon and journalism.

As of 2000 he worked as a cartoonist and political
portraits’ artist for the publications of the Saudi
Research & Publishing Company, including Bassem
children magazine and Al Jadida magazine. Following
his return from a period of studies in New York he
worked with Okaz and Asharq al-Awsat newspapers
from 2014 until 2015, and has since been working
with the Arab News newspaper.

He was a member of the Professional Cartoonists
Association in the USA, a member of the Society of
Illustrators also in USA, and a jury member for the
Dubai Journalism Award. He also participated in
many exhibitions such as International Cartoons
Exhibition in Romania, European Cartoons Exhibition
in Portugal, and the Cartoon Exhibition in USA,
Pennsylvania on the G20 summit.

In 2011, Rayies won the 1st prize for cartoon art
at the scientific conference for KSA universities,
and the 1st prize for the best Hajj cartoon. He also
contributed to books such as the Best Editorial
Cartoon Book 2005.

Rayies is very influenced by the late Mahmoud Kahil,
and by Ali Farzat. He considers promptitude a main
characteristic of a creative artist in order for him
to produce cartoons out of everyday events, and he
stresses on the importance of being well-cultured
and well-read.

The editor-in-chief of Arab News, Faysal Abbas,
commented on working with Rayies noting that his
cartoons are so powerful because they go beyond
boundaries and that the readers surely appreciate
his art.
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- Criticism..., Praise...

The Rains - 9 June 2014 1€ glpjo 9 - jlbodl
Published in Okaz News Newspaper - Saudi Arabia | &ageull dujell d4laall - blic dainn (6 Cipi

- Getting ready for rain and floods...



Engagement and Marriage - 11 July 2014
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- Engaged... . Married...
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Security Council and Arabs - 15 December 2016
Published in Arab News Newspaper - Saudi Arabia

- Security Council, Middle-East
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- The World

The World and Terrorism - 21 December 2016 11 Jodl ygils r1 - wlaylig pllell
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- Terrorism: Syria, Iraq, Libya
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- The News

Famine and the World - 14 March 2017 F-1v I3l 1€ - pllellg dclaall
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- World Conscience
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Diala Brisli / ,lop UU>

Diala dreams of making colors out of the ashes of war.
She takes her art to refugee children to offer them a
sip of hope.

Diala Brisli was born in Kuwait in 1980 and lived and
worked in Damascus. She graduated in 2002 from
the University of Damascus with a degree in Civil
Engineering. Between 1997 and 1999 she received
training at the Adham Ismael Institute for Visual Arts.
In 2001 she started her work as a cartoonist with
the Spacetoon television channel and contributed to
several cartoon series such as: Dumtum Salimin, Bayti
Al Arabi, Madinat Al Maalumat. She also worked on 12
animation movies including short movies and feature
films, and 6 TV programs for satellite channels such
as BBC and Al Jazeera Children.

Following the Syrian war outbreak, Diala fled to
Turkey, then to Beirut in 2014, and later to France.
She carries with her the guilt of living abroad. As of
2015, Diala’s posters have been raised in strikes and
sit-ins such as the women strike in the Syrian Adra
prison, and international media have adopted these
posters to cover the stories behind them. Diala has
also designed posters for world organization such as
GRACA.

Diala’s film Thread of Life (Khayt Al Hayat) participated
in the Syrian Cinema Festival, her short movie Short
Dream (Helem Qasir) was in the Damascus Culture
Capital Festival, and her movie To Be or Wait To Be (An
Takun Aw Tantazer An Takun) was part of the Syrian
Shabablek Festival in 2009.

Since 2010 Diala has been working with children
through art therapy workshops for children, in
collaboration with relevant organizations. She also
did a number of murals. But Diala’s artistic touch and
experience is different; through the bright colors she
seeks joy in the heart of all the pain.
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- Syria - Homs
-I'm Home
- I've got a call for Military reservist... We have to move to Lebanon
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- Lebanon - Akkar

- Hello, How are you and the kids

- We are good and we miss you, how is Lebanon?

- It's not bad, | found a place to sray, but | have to work on it.
- Great, so when | can Come to visit you?

- Maybe after a week
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- Hi

- Why didn't you try to learn how to work in construction?
- I never did this before

- Do you think we did this before?

- But we have to live, feed our families and move on
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- In the morning

- Najm! wake up!

- What?

- Samar, she is so sick

- I'm sorry, but in this case you should take her to Saida
- I will be arrested in the first check point

- No, | will take her, | can carry her
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- Where's my sister, come and see what | have brought you

- The crown because you are the princess of the tent, and the stick to turn the sickness away from you
- Give it to me, | want to turn this tent to a palace

- No no, | want to use this magical stick




Brahim Rais / yulj puslpl

When he draws he gives Africa new colors and his
lines take on the shapes of the continent’s heart.

Artist Brahim Rais, born in 1981 in Morocco,
graduated from the Educational Center of Morocco
in 2008 and worked as a comics’ artist and arts
teacher. His growing ambition as a young artist
led him to publish his first book Passers-by (Les
Passants) which won awards in the International
Comic Festival in Tetouan and the International
Comics Festival of Algiers FIBDA. The book was
published in 2012 in Algiers by Dalimen Editions.
The committee of the festival for African and
Mediterranean countries selected Rais as an
African-writer member for his unpublished book
The Uprising.

In 2017, Rais published his book The Big Silence
(Le grand silence) and another titled The Bou-
Gafer Assault, both with Dalimen publishing house.
Rais has also participated in many international
festivals and his work was exhibited in Germany.

Rais is particularly passionate about history. In
The Bou-Gafer Assault he created an illustrated
story with his own view on the events after a
long reading of the book on Henry De Bournazel.
He drew history with the language of comics and
discussed through it our own view as well.

There is a distinguished feel to the work of Brahim
Rais. He mixes colors and words in such a way
that turn his comics into a different, and very
exceptional world.
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- Yes it's incredible. It's a bit far but very pleasant. a0 gilg clr,,‘ﬂJI ey ey adls Jlj.o,a.m -
- You have travelled a long way General. You're most welcome Jliylall Ly ely Dal . Jlpadl 6160 digh g5 Eiew gl 25 U -

among us. The Marshal is waiting for you in his office. b0 6 Clbil
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- Look brothers! The enemy is approaching. Lyid) gasell !dlgjfl; Ig;l:'u'f-
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L'Assaut de Bou-Gafer (p.26)

Published in “Dalimen Editions” — Algeria
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- Wait for me guys! I'm afraid to walk alone here! gBall 133 6 (s209 (:;,LiLDJI(_,,Lﬁjl‘.’(ng] b igpbiil -



09

Mohammad Al Mu'ti / ,.___,hn.oJI 3.00.0

Mohammad Al Mu'ti is an ambitious artist with an
active imagination, and strange cartoon characters
are his preoccupation. He was born in Jordan,
studied graphic design and then worked in several
Jordanian companies as a characters’ illustrator.
He has been working as an independent illustrator
for the past 4 years.

He received trainingin Los Angeles, USA, attending
an animation course.In 2015 he won the Mahmoud
Kahil Award for best comics in Beirut.

He loves to draw people as a living matter of his
illustrations. He is very impressed by the Flying
Dutchman character in SpongeBob and gave
himself the nickname.

Al Mu'ti dreams of working at Disney and his
ultimate dream is to become a professional artist.
Despite his young age, his deep-rooted passion
and unique artistic view hold promises of a great
future.
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Omar Ennaciri / (spolill joc

A music and art lover, born in 1983 in Morocco,
Ennaciri studied Fine Arts in Essaouira, Morroco,
and then enrolled at the Cartoons department at
the National Fine Arts Institute in Tetouan.

Holding a special love for comics, he specialized in
comics at the Educational Center in Marrakech in
2005 and acquired an art teaching degree.

Alsoin Tetouan in 2005, Ennaciri worked at Denise
Laure for Fine Arts.

The young artist’'s work was exhibited at the 2005
International Comic Strip Festival in Tetouan,
the 2007 Quneitra Comics Festival, and the 2010
International Comics Festival of Algiers FIBDA.
Ennaciri's work received high acclaim and praise
and he won more awards in 2008 and 2010.

But the most important of these awards was the
CairoComix award for best project in 2016.

He was also nominated twice as a finalist for the
Mahmoud Kahil Award in Beirutin 2016 and 2017.

Ennaciri is very skillful in drawing faces with
deep features that subtly tell of their feelings. The
precision and depth of details in his illustrations
clearly distinguish Ennaciri's work.
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- | see something stuck in the net!
- A box?!' | wonder what’s in it!
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- It opens!
- Oh my god! What do | see here?! Unbelievable!
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- Tangier, GDTS
- General Directorate for Territorial Surveillance
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- Captain, we've reached our destination.
- Okay sailor!
- I must find an explanation for this mystery
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- Hello Nadia. I need a small favor please. | need information from the archive regarding the
ship Marina that went missing in the Mediterranean across from the shores of Tangier.
- GDTS Secret Headquarters. Tangier, Morocco
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Seif Eddine Nachi / L,.mb Gl e

The dreamy-pencil artist with his promising
signature style, Seif Eddine Nachi has captured
in his drawings the edge where dream and reality
meet in a touching criticism of society.

Born in Tunis in 1974, Nachi studied psychology
and initially worked in advertisement as innovation
manager for several companies such as Nestle,
Coca Cola, Saba and Henkel.

His critical sense led him to start a political satire
blog in 2009 which was blocked in 2010. He was
motivated further and co-founded the Labé19
collective, and the Soubia blog, with artist Ayman
Mubarak, to publish comics.

Nachi also published books. In 2008 he published
Al Tunisi along with Taher Fazaa, and in 2013 the
Waraqga Bayda’ or White Paper book. In 2016, his
book Tawahosh (Barbarity) won the CairoComix
award for best digital publication, and was
among the finalists for Mahmoud Kahil Award in
Beirut. Nachi's book Bombyx Mori won the 2017
CairoComix award for best electronic story.

Nachi's work has been exhibited in many venues.
In 2014 his work was presented at the House
Tunisia in Paris, and in 2015 in Madrid, Spain. In
2017 the artist took part in an art exhibition in
Tazerka, Tunisia.

The obsession with change is clear in Nachi's
work. In his book Bombyx Mori he focuses a great
deal on the revolution and the political and social
events. But a camouflaged poetic touch can be
felt throughout his work moving between colors,
spaces and times, as if to say that there is always
hope and art allows for exactly that.
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The pioneer twins have found their common
passion and have since been drawing together.

They are known as Twins Cartoons, the only
signature they would put on their art as they want
to have one name for them both.

They studied together at the Fine Arts Faculty in
Egypt and graduated in 2008. | their thirties they
started drawing comics and shared their artistic
creation and big dreams with each other. They
currently work with a number of comics’ magazines
such as the Egyptian Alaeddine and the Emirati
Majed.

In 2015 the Twins took a bold move and launched
a comics’ magazine in Egypt titled Garage. The
magazine is published every trimester by Kawkab
El Rasameen platform and is fully funded by the
twins without any external contributions. Garage is
interested in professional and amateur artists with
a passion for comics, and it tackles many issues
contemporary adults face with a focus on social
issues. The creation of this magazine is intended to
increase the productivity of comics’ artin Egypt and
establish it as a popular form of art. Moreover, the
Twins are the founders of the famous CairoComix
Festival.

Mohamad and Haitham are busy with the revolution
inside Egyptian social life. Haitham has recently
published on his Facebook page a cartoon titled
Why isn't there a personal space in Egypt? This
is probably The Twins' continue to dream big
switching from reform and change to originality
and uniqueness. Mohamad and Haitham are
currently envisioning a global creation of Egyptian
branding in pursuit of more free-flowing passion
for the art, more criticism, and more advancement
for Egyptian art.
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- How can you Hisham? How can you go all this time without checking on your parents?

- Why is Nadia calling? Did she forget something or what?

- Yes Nadia

- No Haj, I'm not Nadia. I'm your neighbor Umm Ashraf... Haja Nadia has taken ill and we took
her to the hospital.
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- I've told you several times to get checked up for that headache you keep getting.

- Come on my lovely, get better and | will convince Hisham to come and you get to see him.
- Nadia answer me! Don't leave me, come on wake up.

- God Almighty...

- How will | go on without you?
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- Why did you do this to me?!

- Hello Hisham, your mother has passed away. She wanted to see you. And | want to see you
my love before | die...

- Don't talk like that Dad. God willing, | will come as soon as | finish my current workload...
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- I miss you very much my Nadia. The house feels lonely without you.
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- Hey guys! Someone should check where this man is going, he might have missed his station.
- Where you getting off Haj?

- Oh god! This man has died guys!

- What do you mean he died?!

- May god help him! Maybe we can still do something!

- Check if he has an ID or something to get his address.
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In the Sixth edition of the Tosh Fesh
anthology, we tackle once again the
art of Caricature as well as that of
Comics, while bringing you the work
of 13 talented artists, veterans and
budding storytellers alike.
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