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Arab Comics Today Mahmoud Classic Cartoon
The New Generation Kahil Award 2022 Gomaa Farhat
Exhibition

Comics

Section
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7 8 Khalid Nahar / Jordan
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Naif Shaqqur / Palestine

Muhamed Elhagrasy / Egypt

Eyas Jaafar / Syria

New
Releases

Cartoon
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Naser Jafari / Jordan
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Ramzy Taweel / Palestine
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Animated cartoons, an Art that is not very popular, or rather lacks sufficient
financial support to encouraged and spread in the region, is becoming more
and more known in the Arab world as “Comics”. The Tenth publication of “Tosh
Fesh” is here to dedicate and shed light on this art, and to introduce to the
new generation the artists and pioneers of this creative art. This edition also
includes caricature artists and their work in order to highlight its impact on
aspects of social activity in the world.

Therefore, the Arab Comics Today: “The New Generation” Exhibition was held
in Beirut, sponsored by “Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arab Comics Initiative” and
“Tosh Fesh”, and organized by “Lion BD", with the presence of the French
Ambassador “Anne Grillo”. More than 50 artists from the Arab world has
participated, and the purpose was to create a platform for the creativity and
innovation of Arab Youth, who raise many questions around their unsettled life,
and sometimes seek emigration due to the absence of safety and of those who
believe in their talent in their homeland.

Lastly, let us not forget the Seventh Annual “Mahmoud Kahil” Award, which was
also held in Beirut, and included winning artists from all over the Arab world.
The Award also plays an important role in stimulating and encouraging the Art
of Comics in the Arab world.

Publisher
Al Mu'taz Al Sawwaf
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Arab Comics Today: The New
Generation Exhibition
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ARAB COMICS TODAY:
THE NEW GENERATION
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Beirut regains the
transformations of the Comic
Art in the “Cartoon Movie
Festival”

The “Beirut Comic Art Festival’, which was
integrated on October 7th 2021 in Beirut, and
was held at “Dar El Nimer for Arts and Culture”.
It sheds light on issues raised by young comic
artists in a comedic and serious manner critizing
there society and talking about saturated stories
about their day to day life and fears.

The Festival is organized by the “French Culture
Center in Beirut”, in corporation with “Lion BD",
“The Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts”, and
“Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf Arabic Comics Initiative
at the American University of Beirut”, with the
participation of 40 artists from 14 countries.

During the opening, the French Ambassador to
Lebanon, “Anne Grillo” described the festival as
ambitious and creative, as she told that she was
surprised by the amount of interest in the Art of
Comics in Lebanon, especially amoung young
people and universities.

The French Ambassador expressed her hope
that “Arab Comics Today: The New Generation”
Exhibition would become a key for this Art and its
enthusiats, and to invest in the profession.
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She appreciated the collective work of the
Lebanese Academies, the private initiatives and
the Cultural Centers, which joined forces to make
this cultural event successful.

The “Arab Comics Today: The New Generation”
exhibition, which is considered one of the most
prominent activities of the Festival, restores the
alternative path of Comic Art in the region from
1980 until today, displaying the productions
of individual artists and groups, that emerged
during the past forty years. The exhibition also
portrays different influences that artists had and
the issues that preoccupied them.
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“Dr. Lina Ghaibeh”, the curator of the exhibition,
who manages the “Mu’taz and Rada Sawwaf
Arabic Comics Initiative at the American
University of Beirut”, considered that the
abundant productions, magazines and comic
books of a group of young artists, can be described
as the modern renaissance for Arab Youth in the
production of Comics.

“Ghaibeh” also pointed out, that “the Exhibition
highlights the dreams of those people, who faced
many challenges, most importantly in the lack of
support and censorship, and the non-publishing
of specialized comic magazines, as well as the
absence of specialized publishing houses, and
the few interested readers in these stories and
novels. Finally today, the Ninth Art became an
integrated part of the contemporary Arab Art
Scene”.

She indicated that this transformation is
due thanks to the perseverance of the Self-
made Artists, who insisted on innovating and
expressing their thoughts, and fears, despite
all the circumstances and changes that we are
going through.
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This Exhibition alone, brings together 60 artists
and 11 groups from Yemen, Libya, Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq,
in one place, which played an important role in
the rise, development and spreading of the Art of
illustrated Comics, which “Ghaibeh” and “Mu'taz
and Rada Sawwaf Initiative” have followed since
2014 and have innovated for them the “Mahmoud
Kahil” Award for Caricature and Comics.

“Mu’taz Sawwaf” said: “This Award contributes
in encouraging artists to produce, publish and
express their opinions and visions, from their
own point of view, in various issues, such as
political, social, life and humanitarian”.
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