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INTRODUCTION MU'TAZ SAWAF 0

THE RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF
CENTER FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES 0&

-

EDITORIAL ARTICLES

NEW RELEASES eo
COMICS 97

RAZAN WEHBI
Lebanon

AROUSSI TABBENA
Tunisia

AHMED SAAD
Egypt

MEHDI ANNASSI
Morocco

NORA ZEID
Egypt
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Dear Readers,

In this issue of Tosh Fesh we are celebrating the 8th year of the

Ma'hmoud Kahil Award yvith the American Univgrsity of Beirut. oLiisl 6 wlgp ol Sawwll dpliiodl dalsl
This momentous occasion also saw the establishment of the aollll Jund 3g0m0 65l Prso
Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies at AUB. Opening Speech by Mrs. Rada Sawaf at the
The center will be continuously working on promoting the works 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award Exhibition

of Arab comic artists and Arab cartoonists for the world to
know. In the spirit of celebration and new beginnings, we have
redesigned the annual Tosh Fesh anthology no. 11 to reflect the
future of comics. This new start is the first step to many future
projects to come.

As you shall read in the editorial about the Kahil Award in this
issue, there has been tremendous progress in the field of comics,
and people have started to appreciate the value of this form of
expression.

With this, Tosh Fesh has decided to publish a separate biannual
book specialized in comics called “.+.." Plus, whose first issue
was published in November 2022.
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I hOpe you enjoy this issue. The opening of the Rada and Mutaz Sawaf
Publisher Center for Arab Comics Studies

Mu’taz Sawaf
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITYorBEIRUT

RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF CENTER

FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITYorBEIRUT

RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF CENTER

FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES
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Engaging with the Arab Comics Archive: Rethinking Gender,
Voice and lIdentity Exhibition, organized by the Rada
and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies at the
American University of Beirut

The artist Emad Hajjaj in the Engaging with
the Arab Comics Archive: Rethinking Gender,
Voice and Identity Exhibition

THE CENTER ORGANIZES AND ACCOMPLISHES

The annual Pan-Arab
Mahmoud Kahil Award
for comics, cartoons, and
illustration

Publishing research on
Arab comics, historical
and analytical studies,
academic monographs,
anthologies, literary
adaptations, and graphic
narratives and novels

An annual symposium on
comics to promote and
advance the field and
encourage scholarly and
artistic works on comics

University courses,
workshops, lectures, and
master classes on comics
by leading regional and
international comics
artists and academics

Thematic curated
exhibitions pertaining
to comics

Outreach, collaboration,
and networking with
other centers, cultural
institutions, regional,
and international
Comics platforms and
festivals, as well as
practicing artists of the
Arab world
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The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf
Center for Arab Comics
Studies at the American
University of Beirut

» The Center was established in November « Vision: to preserve the heritage of this
2022, and inaugurated in April 2023 medium, and embrace its canons as an
integral feature of contemporary Arab art,
» The Center is an academic body that acts while aspiring to place it on a global stage
as a hub for the critical study of comics
art from the Arab World * The Center was made possible through a
generous endowment providing perpetual
¢ Mission: to promote the research, financial support for the center, donated
teaching, and production of this artform, by AUB alumnus and trustee Mu'taz Sawaf
while building a collection of archival and (BArch '74) and his wife Rada

contemporary Arab comics

Dr. Lina Ghaibeh's speech at the opening ceremoney of the center at the

American University of Beirut

The Rada & Mutaz Sawaf

c f u b n I The opening of The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies,
enter for a omics I with the presence of Mr. & Mrs. Sawaf, Dr. Lina Ghaibeh, and Dr. Fadlo R.

Khuri. president of the American University of Beirut
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