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INTRODUCTION

g 0 dsibgll awtdoll 0 diolill J4a5 2goou0 jilay ggjilall
The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award Winners at the National Library
in Beirut
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Mrs. Rada Sawaf during the exhibition and the launch of Tosh
Fesh Journal

Wigp 0 duibgll awidall 6 diolill J425 29000 6jils B0
The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award exhibition at the National Library
in Beirut
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Over the last year, many events happened
in Lebanon and the Arab World, especially
in Palestine and the war on Gaza. In this
twelfth issue of Tosh Fesh, we cover the 2023
Mahmoud Kahil Award and the release of our
new Tosh Fesh Journal. The Mahmoud Kahil
Award took place on the 27th of April 2023
and was a great success in introducing new
talented Arab Artists in the Middle East. The
award honored the artist Emad Hajjaj (Jordan)
for his humorous caricatures that embody the
hardships of the Arab citizen through multiple
cartoons, most famously the character Abu
Mahjoob. Moreover, the anthology of Tosh Fesh
Journal shows the richness of Arab comics and
cartoon artists in the Middle East. It is really a
testimony to the greatness of the Arab artists.

Publisher
Mu’'taz Sawaf
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8TH

AWARD
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The 8th Mahmoud Kahil Award at the National Library in Beirut

The Mahmoud Kahil Award

The Mahmoud Kahil Award is an award program
under the Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab
Comic Studies atthe American University of Beirut.

The award aims to promote comics, editorial
cartoons, andillustrationinthe ArabWorld through
the recognition of the rich talent and creative
achievement of comics artists, cartoonists,
and illustrators in the region. This program was
established at AUB in 2014 upon the initiative
of Mr. Mutaz Sawaf to honor and perpetuate the
legacy of the late Mahmoud Kahil, one of the
leading cartoonists and caricaturists of the Arab
World, and a former AUB graduate.

An open call inviting artists to submit artworks
in the various categories of editorial cartoons,
comics, and illustration is launched annually.
A select panel of international and regional
jury members are invited to view the work and
select the final winners, who are celebrated
during an annual award ceremony in Beirut,
along with the launch of the annual award book
and exhibition.

MAHMOUD KAHIL
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AMERICAN UNIVERSITYorBEIRUT
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Dr. Fadlo Khuri's speech at the
opening of The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf
Center for Arab Comics Studies

RADA AND MUTAZ SAWAF CENTER
FOR ARAB COMICS STUDIES
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The Rada and Mutaz Sawaf Center for Arab Comics Studies at the
American University of Beirut is an academic body that acts as a hub for

Rada and Mutaz Sawaf

. the critical study of comics from the Arab World. The Center, uniquely
Centfar forArab Comlcs positioned in Beirut, aims to promote the research, teaching, and
StUdleS production of this artform, while building a collection of archival and

contemporary Arab comics, inorderto preserveits heritage,and embrace
this medium and its canons as an integral feature of contemporary Arab
art, while aspiring to place it on a global stage.

jl'ﬂ'ha‘.'ﬂ- FJI on

f,. Established in November 2022 and inaugurated in April 2023, the Center

was made possible through a $5 million irrevocable trust, generously
donated by AUB alumnus and trustee Mu'taz Sawaf (BArch '74) and his wife
Rada Sawaf, that will provide perpetual financial support for the Center.

As part of its mission, the Center will continue to organize the prestigious
annual pan-Arab Mahmoud Kahil Award ceremony, award book, and
exhibition, honoring, promoting and showcasing talents from the region
toawide audience. The Center also organizes an annual thematic comics
symposium, curated exhibitions, course on comics, workshops, lectures,
and master classes by leading regional and international comics artists.
The center additionally aimsto publish referential resources monographs,
comics anthologies, and supporting historical and analytical studies and
documentation of past and presentcomicsinthe ArabWorld, while aiming
to facilitate outreach collaboration and networking with other centers,
culturalinstitutions, regional comics platforms, and practicing artists of

the Arab world.
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from Lebanon’s 2019 Popular Uprisings
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Emad Hajjaj

Emad Hajjaj is a Jordanian artist known for his satirical
cartoon character “Abu Mahjoob” and the famous national
slogan “We are all Jordan,” and one of the pioneering
producers of animated films in Jordan. He presented many
innovations in editorial caricature and satirical content
and created cartoon characters for various artistic and
commercial purposes. Hajjaj worked as a cartoon artist for
several major Arab newspapers and online platforms, such
as the London-based Al Quds Al Arabi newspaper, Al Ghad
and ALRa'i Jordanian newspapers, and Sky News Arabia.
He also worked as an art director at several Jordanian
advertising agencies. Throughout his artistic career, he held
many exhibitions, the most important of which are City Hall
Exhibition- Ammanin 2000 and an exhibtion at the American
University of Beirut in 2003. He also participated in many
internationaland Arab exhibitions, festivals, and conferences
in the fields of caricature, satirical writing, and animation.

As aresultof his controversial cynical drawings, Emad Hajjaj
was dismissed from a newspaper and forced to change his
work more than once. He gained wide popularity in Jordan
and the Arab World that the Arabian Business magazine
considered him more than once as one of the hundred most
influential Arab figures. He won the Al Hussein Journalist
Creativity Award in 2001, Dubai’'s Arab Journalism Award
in 2006 and againin 2010, and the Montpellier International
Cartoon Forum Award in France in 2012, in addition to many
local, Arab, and international honorary shields and awards.

Emad Hajjaj was bornin 1967, holds a BAin Graphic Design
fromYarmouk University in 1991.He has been the President
ofthe Jordanian Cartoonists Association for two consecutive
terms since 2016, and a member of the Jordanian
Journalists Syndicate, a member of the French Cartoonists
Syndicate, and a member of the Federation of Cartoonists
Organizations (FECO). He has many publications in the field
of caricature, the most important of which is “Al Mahjoob”
Book,abookinthree parts that were publishedin 2000,2008,
and 2019, respectively.
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Fanzeen

With a passion for comics, Mike F. Derderian founded Fanzeen Magazine in
2018. Mike approached visual artist and comics illustrator (and friend) Lutfi
Zayed to design the magazine and its logo. Issue zero of the magazine was a
collection of comics that were the outcome of a workshop with the American
comic artist Peter Cooper (editor of World War ||| magazine) at FA.D.A.317
studio in Jordan. Mike decided to collect these comics in a magazine under
the name “Fanzeen” because of its consonance with the word “benzene,”and
based ontheideaof pouring benzene onfireinthe hope thatit wouldignite the
horizon and shed a light on the art of comics in and outside of Jordan.

Fanzeenis anindependent magazine which relies on the sales of itsissues
inorderto be printed,in addition to private financial support from Derderian
through his freelance work (as a graffiti artist and designer among other
things) believing in the importance of Fanzeen as a platform for publishing
the works of artists from Jordan, neighboring countries and the world.
Additionalfinancial support atthe beginning of the journey of this magazine
was offered by wonderful individuals such as Nisreen Moussa, Barbara
Rowell (Jacaranda), Linda Ali (Fann wa chai: Art Gallery and Tea Bar), and
Khalid Nahar (Khalid Comics). Moreover, the continuity of Fanzeen is the
result of the time and effort expended by the work team, and of course the
comic artists who believe in it and publish their lines, words, and fantasies
in the magazine for free.
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Omar Adnan Al Abdallat / Jordan

Omar is an internationally acclaimed Jordanian
British cartoonist, a public and motivational speaker,
women's and youth's rights advocate, and a social
media activist with several awards for outstanding
online presence. He is also a seasoned trainer and
lecturerin creative production,drawing, caricature,
creative thinking, and social media engagement
through art.
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Jorj Abou Mhaya / Lebanon

Jorj Abou Mhaya is a Lebanese illustrator, political
cartoonist, and comic book author who also worked
in 2D cartoons and animation. After exhibiting his first
painting collection at the International Art Gallery
in London, Jorj moved to the fields of illustration,
comics, political cartoons, and advertising in
Lebanon and the Middle East. Apart from the work he
publishesin newspapers, he is mostly known for his
graphic novel “Madina Mujawira lil Ard” (A City Near
Earth) published by Dar Onboz, also translated to
French and published by Denoél Graphic publishing ACity Near Earth, Part 2| iliJl cjaJl . 5l 6)glow disao
house under the title “Ville Avoisinant La Terre”. -
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Ganzeer / Egypt

Bornin Cairo,Ganzeer operates seamlessly between
art, design, and storytelling creating what he has
coined: Concept Pop. His medium of choice according
to Artforum is “a little bit of everything: stencils,
murals, paintings, pamphlets, comics, installations,
and graphic design.”
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Tracy Chahwan / Lebanon

Tracy Chahwan is a cartoonist and illustrator from
Lebanon. Sheis an active member of the acclaimed

N

Samandal Comics collective. Since 2016, she has \J¥1s ¢
, : . : [ OB
been working closely with the Beirut music scene, _,";,11 -
designing posters and visuals for numerous venues. = -l
In 2018,sh.e published her first graphic novel “Beirut Ll 214158 “We” il Shiiswayiu lailol d2olyal j4jai0nidlan) awy
Bloody Beirut”. Illlustration commissioned by The New Yorker fot Amanda Petrusich’s

review of Arcade Fire's new album, “We".
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Hanane Kai / Lebanon

Hanane is a Lebanese illustrator and art director
who started her adventure as a graphic designer
before pursuing her passion forillustration.In 2016,
she won the Bologna Ragazzi (New Horizons) Prize
and the Sharjah Children’s Book Award, and was
shortlisted for severalinternational awards.Hanane
aspires, through her work, to leave an impactful
message and to feed the thought and the spirit.
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New Release from Tosh Fesh

Tosh Fesh Journal
Arab Editorial
Cartoons Between
Two Generations
By Lynn Najem

On the cover of the book, a caricature of a man
running with outstretched arms towards a piece
of bread that flies in the air. On his head a kufiyyeh
is fixed as strongly as his Arab identity, wrapped
in shrunken, worn-out, and mismatched clothes.

The Arab man, given life by the artist Emad
Hajjaj, runs under an expanse of sky blue - the
color chosen by Tosh Fesh to dominate its freely
distributed, bimonthly publication.

Released this year as part of the Beirut Arab Book
Fair and in partnership with Librairie Antoine,
the Tosh Fesh Journal houses a colorful cast of
caricature, each with their own distinct outlooks
and biting images of shared concern for today's
Arab reality.

“What you have in your hand is between a book
and a volume. It is a gathering of a large number
of Tosh Fesh Journal issues, produced as they
were initially published, with several pages
specially created to introduce the prominent
artists whose characters have found a home
between the covers of Tosh Fesh Journal” writes
Mu'taz Sawaf in the book’s introduction.

This magazine contains the works of 15 artists
distributed among three categories: Caricature,
Comic Strips, and the Classic category, which
includes works by great Arab cartoonists that art
and history have immortalized.

Over the years, Tosh Fesh has reached over 200
artists from across the Arab World to issue more
than 350 journals containing Arab-born works.
Most of which are from the younger generation,
who find themselves injected with enough anger,
enthusiasm, and courage to create sarcastic
and bold caricatures that express themselves
and everything the Arab tongue has to say. This
has translated into explosive ideas and thoughts
spewing from their pens, to parallel their reality
of continued crisis.
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The exhibition of Tosh Fesh Journal

By the artist Nasser Al Jaafari| (spaeall ipli gliall auw)

A Generational Strain

In this edition, two generations of artists meet,
expressing the same Arab concerns and successive
crises that our countries faced, such as the
coronavirus and the dollar crisis, come together.
The youth observe contemporary crises with
sarcastic and innovative methods. Some express
through written dialogue accompanying the drawing
while others suffice with expression through the
drawing itself.

Nasser Al-Jaafari draws a wallet in the sea filled
with water, wrapped in a thousand Lebanese
pounds, and in the middle of the wallet stands a
man trying to empty the wallet of water while water
flows from holes in the Lebanese pound.

Yet, more than twenty years ago, the Lebanese
caricature artist Habib Haddad drew a drawing
expressing the reality that the young generation
expresses in different ways.

He drew a thin man with a huge curved back, as if
burdened with concerns, standing barefoot in torn
clothes in front of a mirror that shows the face
of George Washington on the American dollar -
sticking out his tongue at the man.
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Mrs. Rada Sawaf at Tosh Fesh's booth at the Beirut Book Fair
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