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Ten years ago Arabic comics were considered a rare business, you could hardly find two or three comic artists /
writers producing comics in the arab world!

Today, the environment has changed and there is a new generation of Arab comic artists producing numerous
comics wether arabic, english, or french!

In addition to that, the Arab spring especially the Syrian conflict has helped produce through the years another
kind of story telling either through graphic novels, comics or editorial cartoons showcasing true emotion,
suffering, pain, conflict and heroism.

Tosh Fesh 7 is more diverse than ever this year! Our new issue has expanded the Tosh Fesh family to include for
the first time artists from Algeria Kamal Zakour and from Libya Abdullah Hadia. Not to mention, for the second
time artists from Morroco Imad Sanouni and Abdul Ghani Dahdouh.

We are hoping in future issues to add more arabic comics to our pages and that more arab artists get the
international exposure they deserve.

Publisher
Al Mu'taz Al Sawwaf
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Nour Fakhoury

For a less than a year now, | joined Tosh Fesh'’s
team with the purpose of pursuing the mission
of promoting Arab artists, by bringing afresh and
young approach to the publishing house.

Following Mr Mutaz Sawwaf's objective, Tosh
Fesh started anew channelonits website varying
between animated comics and short 2D animated
series. On social media, Tosh Fesh is featuring
a comic artist every week, a glimpse of Arabic
animation and cartoons. Moreover, during this
past year the publishing house offered its books
collection to universities in order to inform the
new generation onthe comic and cartoon scenes
inthe Arab world. As well as in September 2018,
we participated for the first time in FIBDA.

As a continuous catalogue, this is the 7th book
of the series presenting 6 different comic artists
displaying their complete stories: Farid Nagy,
Kamal Zakour, Mokhtar Zain, Abdullah Hadia,
Leila Charafeddine and Noha Hobaeib. As well
as 6 different cartoonists: Diran Agemian, Abdel
Ghani Dahdouh, Dijwar Ibrahim, Tawfig Omrane,
Imad Sanouni and Hani Abbas. The book starts
with an introduction of Mr Sawwaf as well as
a short comic made by him. There are also
interviews with the artists whom we published
their comics so far: Leila AbdelRazzaq for ‘The
opening’, Ahmad Tawfiq for ‘le sixieme jour’,
Mohamad Kraytem for ‘In Retrospect’ and Zainab
Fasiki for ‘Feyrouz versus the world'.

Furthermore, the book offers a ‘new releases’
section of the comics published this past yearin
the MENA region. As the previous books, this 7th
edition goes through the winners of the Mahmoud
Kahil Awards.

In January 2018, with the support of the Mutaz
and Rada Sawwaf comicinitiative, the Arab comic
scene was brought to the Comic International
festival of Angouleme. A special segment in this
book is devoted to the exhibition of Contemporary
Arab Comics that was held there.

In this 7th issue of Tosh Fesh’s books, we are
very glad to showcase the impressive works of
different Arab artists and their influence in the
Arab World.
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Angouléme Festival / oilgsil glopgo

The opening of the exhibition in Angouleme “New Generation”,
in the presence of the minister of culture Francoise Nyssen and
Angouleme Mayor Samuel Cazenave

The art of caricature and Arabic comics
and cartoons had a distinctive international
reach through the platform of the Angouleme
International Comics Festival, the world's
second largest comic book festival. The Mutaz
and Rada Sawwaf initiative, in collaboration
with the American University of Beirut and Tosh
Fesh Association, supported the art of comics
and caricatures in the Middle East with the
participation of the most prominent Arab works
and introducing them for the first time in this
festival.

During the 45th edition of the festival, an
exhibition titled “The New Generation: Arabic
Comicsof the Day” was organized, focusing on
the art of caricature and comics nowadays.

Under the patronage of the French Minister of
Culture Francgoise Nissin, the opening of the
exhibition took place in the presence of the
Mayor of Angouleme, President of the American
University Dr. Fadlou Khoury and his wife, in
addition to the founders of the special initiative
at the American University of Beirut, Mutaz and
Rada Sawwaf and the director of the initiative,
Dr.Lina Ghaibeh, among a crowd of politicians,
media professionals and artists from Lebanon,
France and a number of Arab countries.
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The exhibition was held with the aim of providing
a new generation of Arab comic artistsand
introducing to the world the development of the
“Ninth Art” in the Arab world.

During the festival, about 200 pages of original
artists’ drawings, dozens of various magazines,
and other individual and collective stories
were exhibited. In addition to the issuance of a
book entitled “Arab Comics Today - the New
Generation” which featured 48 artists from
more thanten Arab countries, working in Arabic,
French and English.In addition to theissuance of
aFrenchversion ofthe book “Tosh Fesh” entitled
“50 Artistesde Caricature et de Bande Dessinée”.
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Covers of “50 arab cartoonists and comic artists” & of
“The New Generation” released for Angouleme’s Festival

Comics have existed for a long time in the Arab
world but in a limited way. The Arab Spring
brought artists to discuss social and political
issues. Mohammed Al-Balawi, co-founder of the
Moroccan magazine Skef Kef, added that this
phenomenon is reflected in many groups that
produce magazines at irregular intervals, which
makes communicationmuch easier.These writers
are composing comic books without any external
support,joining hands with each other, publishing
magazines and participating in festivals.

Jean-Pierre Mercier, who is in charge of the
exhibition, said: “The interesting thing is that
writers work together. Tunisian writers will
publish their work in Lebanese magazines and
viceversa.” Butthe difficulty liesinthedistribution
among countries, since the freedom of circulation
of publications varies from country to country. “It
is the feeling of working together that gives us
supportfor perseverance, exchange of views and
advice,” said Seif Eddine Nachi, co-founder of the
Tunisian magazine “Lab 619",

“The names of these magazines may seem funny
orsilly, butthey are meaningful atthe sametime,”
said Jean-Pierre Mercier. The “619” symbolizes
the barcode in Tunisia, the “Samandal”
symbolizestheidea of change, and the “Skef Kef”
refers tothe name of a cheap popular sandwich.
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Part from the exhibition in Angouleme the "New Generation” | «ayaaJl Juall» p.dgsul 9 Prall go puusd

Mohammed Al-Balawi also added, it's funny to
see the writers practicing self-censorship on
their work. We want to be free in order to get
closertopeople.We wantto address all subjects,
including the taboo topics: “community issues”. It
is clear that the comic books were not to be seen
if we did not go through traditional tours. Yes,
we have touched upon all subjects: nationality,
religion, traditionalism ... | think we started to
change the world a bit. These topics concern me
more than politics. Speaking in politics does not
work. The issue is not political. | think it's better
to watch our societies. “
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Dr. Fadlo Khoury, Mrs. Rada SawafMr. Mu'taz Sawaf, Pierre Lungheretti,
Angouleme Mayor Samuel Cazenave, Dr. Lina Ghaibeh & Xavier Bonnefont

“The Arab writers discover all kinds of tracks:
self-narrative,” Jean Pierre Mercier says, “and the
book has alotof funindeconstructing the symbols
of Western comics, and what is more striking is
the intense presence of street and city images in
almostevery Arab story. Al-Balawi adds laughing,
we live in cities and we are fed up with vulgar
subjects such as slums, deserts, beauty...

“What interests me the most is to skip the vulgar
themes. They think it's hard to change the world,
butIthink we're in the process of changing it. We do
not practice politics, but we express ourselves by
describing the world as it is and how we live. We will
address all issues of society, from harassment to
terrorism...Ithinkthatis where we startedtochange
the world a bit,” concludes the Tun|5|an cartoonist.
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In 2008, censorship banned the broadcast of
“Metro”, the first Egyptian album. The censorship
is stillin place in Lebanon. Three al-Samandal
writers were sentenced in 2015 for “inciting
sectarian strife”.

Authors are not prohibited from writing comic
books in French, or even in English, in order to
attract a more global audience. Lebanese Artist
Mazen Kerbaj, currently residing in Berlin, has
published his stories about “Syrian refugees” in
Fanzine, Germanyin 2017 in French, in addition
to other works, such as “The Sponge Gang” by
the Egyptian writer Al-Shennawi and the story
of Snail People by Tunisian artist Othman Selmi.

However, there was a panorama of a large Arab
background with a diversity that was honored at
the forty-fifth festival of Angouléme.
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